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Welcome from the Producing Artistic Director

Founded in 2013, Bronzeville Arts Ensemble (BAE) is a professional theatre company
committed to the expansion and cultivation of Milwaukee’s African American theatre
community. BAE illuminates the Black experience in America by developing and
creating theatre while also providing artistic and educational programming opportunities,
collaborating with the local and national community, and inspiring healing through
positive social change.

The 2023 - 2024 Theatre Season marks the tenth anniversary of Bronzeville Arts
Ensemble! Ten years ago, | joined six African American professional theatre artists in
creating a company which we agreed would illuminate the Black experience in America!
Let us celebrate the founders of Bronzeville Arts Ensemble: Allen Edge, Azeeza Islam,
Bill Jackson, Chike Johnson, Malkia Stampley Johnson, Marvette Knight, Don E.
Pannell, and Sheri Williams Pannell.

For ten years Bronzeville Arts Ensemble has remained true to our mission by offering
playwrighting workshops for adults, new play readings, collaborations with theatre
companies locally and nationally, producing original work by local playwrights, and
participating as a founding company of the Milwaukee Black Theatre Festival which is in
its fifth year and under the direction of Black Arts MKE!

In 2023 Bronzeville Arts Ensemble aka BAE with Black Arts MKE participated in World
Premiers Wisconsin with an original musical, Zuri’s Crown by Cynthia Cobb, Parrish
Collier and Sheri Williams Pannell. This was a humorous hair-story which sisters of all
backgrounds could relate. Articles about the musical were published locally and
nationally, including in the electronic edition of EBONY Magazine.

BAE produced a reading of Jeff Stetson’s play The Meeting and followed up with a co-
production with Black Arts MKE for the Milwaukee Black Theatre Festival during the
summer of 2023.

For our tenth anniversary year, we are proud to announce we are in residence at the
Martin Luther King Community Center on 15" and Vliet Street in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and continue as an affiliate of Black Arts MKE. Our Tenth Anniversary Season
productions include:



#Enough, an national theatre event with readings of anti-gun violence plays by youth
from across country. The performance was offered free to the community on November
6, 2023. The cast featured Tony Austin, Selena McKnight, Leonardt Horak, Jeannine
Rivers-Colbourn, and the percussion troupe Drums Up, Guns Down.

Words Seldom Heard, the Lesser-Known Speeches of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was a collaboration with King Community Center in celebration of the King Holiday on
Monday, January 15, 2024. The Milwaukee community celebrated Dr. King with spoken
word, music, and honoring local sheroes.

February 2024, Bronzeville Arts Ensemble celebrates Black History Month by producing
a new work by La’Ketta Caldwell, Khloe’s Beautiful Blues. The memory play
punctuated with poetry and song, tells the story of a woman who recalls the kindness of
a mentor who helped her thrive despite bullying received by classmates because of her
dark skin.

We will end our Tenth Anniversary Season with a special celebration whose details are
soon to come!

For those who have traveled the journey with Bronzeville Arts Ensemble these ten
years, we are truly appreciative of your love and support. If you are new to us, we
welcome you. To all, Bronzeville Arts Ensemble invites you to join us as we walk into
the next decade of theatre making in Milwaukee!

See you in the theatre,

A —

Sheri Williams Pannell
Co-founder and Producing Artistic Director
Bronzeville Arts Ensemble



Synopsis: Khloe's Beautiful Blues

Khloe's Beautiful Blues is a one-act play which takes audiences on a poignant and
inspiring journey of self-discovery, resilience, and the healing power of music. Through
Khloe's story, we are reminded of the importance of embracing one's identity,
confronting adversity with courage, and finding strength in the support of mentors and
community.

Scene 1: Reflections of Childhood Torment

The one-act play opens with Khloe, a successful adult, haunted by the memories of her
childhood taunts and bullying. Despite her achievements, the scars of her past threaten
to overshadow her present. Through her soliloquy, the audience witnesses the names
she was called and the pain she endured during her school days.

Scene 2: Finding Solace and Encountering Mr. Clark

In a classroom setting, Khloe faces continued torment from her peers, with the teacher
failing to intervene effectively. Outside the classroom, Khloe discovers solace through
poetry and music, where she encounters Mr. Clark, her music teacher. Despite initial
resistance, Khloe begins to realize that Mr. Clark might be the mentor she desperately
needs.

Scene 3: Embracing the Blues and Self-Discovery

As Khloe navigates her tumultuous emotions, Mr. Clark introduces her to the Blues, a
transformative experience that connects her to her ancestors' struggles and resilience.
Through writing assignments and musical exploration, Khloe begins to find her voice
and identity, shedding light on the power of self-expression and acceptance.

Scene 4: Triumph and Transformation

Despite facing additional challenges at school and home, Khloe finds strength and
support in Mr. Clark, who becomes a father figure and mentor. Together, they confront
adversity, heal past wounds, and celebrate moments of triumph, including Khloe's
powerful rendition of the National Black Anthem at a talent showcase.

Scene 5: Gratitude and New Beginnings

As Khloe receives her college acceptance letter, she reflects on her journey of self-
discovery and the profound impact Mr. Clark has had on her life. With newfound
courage and resilience, Khloe embraces her future with hope and gratitude, symbolizing
the transformative power of mentorship, resilience, and the Blues.
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La‘l(eﬂa D. Caldwell (Playwnght and Lyr|C|st) currently
serves as the Executive Director of Ralsmg The Bar. With over a
~ decade of dedicated service to the largest youth- serving :
organization, she has progressed through various roles, = -
| “ascending from Program Manager to Club Manager and Senior
~ Program Manager overseeing diverse initiatives. La’Ketta“ ha :
been instrumental in elevating programs like the empowerlng
“Youth of the Year ‘and Ieadershlp |n|t|at|ves addressmg crltlcal s o]
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Cedric Gardner (Dire(‘:tor/Cho‘reogrépher/Cotnposer/Lyrtcist) s S

Cedric Gardner is a passionate and accomplished dance artist with

_over two decades of experience in the field. He currently serves as = .

a Youth Artist Mentor at the Boys and Girls. Clubs of Greater :
- Milwaukee, where he finds joy in helping young dancers achieve
~ their dreams. His talent and dedication eventually led himto .
become a top 14 finalist on the third season of the American dance -
. contest series, "So You Think You Can Dance." Since then, Cedric has
~ continued to make an impact in the dance community as coach of the NBA, Mllwaukee '
- Bucks youth dance team, "The Young Bucks," and the Boys and Girls Club dance team

"Da\ns Dancers " who are three-time- natlonal champlons The Daws Dancers have ,even- i
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‘Ci(ll‘_ﬂ-. Hart (Khloe) is very excited to return to Bronzeville At
Ensemble, where in'2023 she was featured in‘as Bergamont in
the musical Zuri’s Crown. You may have seen herin the adult - .~
ensemble of School of Rock (Skylight Music Theatre) and Ella =~
" Fitzgerald in Harlem Renaissance (Black Arts MKE). Ciara
studied Musical Theatre Performance at UW Stevens Poin'f She, ..
‘is new to the Milwaukee area and thrilled to continue to pursue her BT
career in theater! She wants to thank her Mom, Friends, Tay,' her._ '_r'gner Rl N
Davm and their Cat Solana for always supportlng her passions. BAE appreC|ate o ol
iara’s racK)ust sharlng a song she composed W|th thls productlon '
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Amlnah Rockeﬂ (Stage Manager) is a graduate of UmverSIty

of Wisconsin - Mllwaukee Peck School of the Arts with a BFA in-
Theatre. Her previous post grad projects include scenic designer - -
"The Forgotten Glrl (First Stage), properties manager MudRow *
(Black Arts - MKE), and stage manager Zuri’s Crown (Bronzevnle
Arts Ensemble) : Ela
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- Sheri Villiams Pannell (Costume Design) a native
~Milwaukeean who has performed, directed, or written for R
‘Milwaukee’s theater and arts organizations including First Stage R
Florentine Opera Milwaukee Rep, and Skylight Music Theatre e
Beyond Milwaukee, Pannell has worked at Oregon: Shakespeare Th
Festival, Utah’s Old Lyr|c Theatre, Children’s Theater of Madisor ' |

Unlversrty Opera and Unrversrty Theater at UW Madlson Pannell %
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THANK YOUI

Bronzeville Arts Ensemble and Raising the Bar would not be able to offer school
performances at no cost to students, teachers, and staff; or offer reasonably priced
tickets to the community without the support of the following sponsors:

American Endowment Foundation
Bader Foundation
Brewers Community Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center
Ms. Ida Jones
Lafayette and Venora McKinney
Milwaukee County Parks Foundation
Raising the Bar, Inc.
Kelban Foundation

3 Greater Milwaukee
ronzeV]“e fOU\Jl)A\TION

rts Ensemble PHILANTHROPIES

BREWERS ) ! o
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' Ls) ? End owment > families, communities Milwaukee County Kel he n
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AFTER THE SHOW

Post Show Questions

1. Mr. Clark helped Khloe learn to use poetry to express her feelings. How do you
express your feelings?

2. Do you have someone like Mr. Clark in your life? Who is this person? How have
they helped you?
3. If you have a mentor who has helped you, write them a thank you letter.
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Posifive Affirmation Poem Activily

Mr. Clark encouraged Khloe to write poetry which uses positive words. You can do this,

too! Use the positive words below to create a poem about yourself or someone you
know.

Lovely Fun Loving
Admired Loyal Witty

Kind Ambitious Helpful
Excellent Adventurous Dynamic
Tall Friendly Funny
Totally Cool Likable Hardworking
Awesome Wonderful Polite

Smart Faithful Unique
Brave Considerate Courageous
Super

Dazzling
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Writing Blues Lyrics

A connection to literacy in the General Music Classroom By Natalie Wilson*
General Music/Vocal Jazz Chair, Ages 6-12 - Jazz Education Network

With a little understanding of the 12-bar blues form, all students K-8 are capable of writing blues
lyrics. Along the lines of poetry, blues lyrics are written with rhyming words and rhythm.

The process:

1. Give a background of the 12-bar blues form, indicating three lines of equal length.

2. Lyrics require three (3) lines only, that need to fill the space of the musical form. The
lyrics may be short, however there will be many ‘rests’ to fill the time.

3. Begin with two rhyming words i.e. “frog” and “log”

4. Write simple sentences. The first two lines may repeat.

| saw a frog.
| saw a frog.
It sat on a log.

5. Embellish the lyrics. Add descriptors to the lines for length in the musical phrase. When?
Where? How? What did it look like? Make sure the rhyming word still is at the end of the
phrase.

| was walking on a trail and | saw a little green frog. | said...
| was walking on a trail and | saw a cute, little green frog.
It was hard to find because it sat on a really big log.

6. Play with more sets of rhyming words.

7. Speak the words in time while playing the 12-bar blues form. Each lyrical line must begin
with the matching musical line. Note how the longer the lyric is, the easier it is to place
within the rhythm of the musical line.

8. Create/improvise a melody to the lyric over the 12-bar blues form.

9. Perform the lyrics with 12-bar blues accompaniment.

10. Write additional verses to create a musical story and/or incorporate into other musical
forms.

*Natalie Wilson teaches at the Grass Valley Elementary School in Camas, Washington, and serves as the K-8 General
Music/Vocal Jazz Chair for the Jazz Education Network (JEN). For more information email Nataliejwilson.njw@gmail.com
https://jazzday.com/media/JEN-WritingBluesLyrics.pdf

Impacts of Bullying

‘ Children who are bullied can experience negative physical, social, emotional, academic, and mental health issues,
says stop bullying.org. They also shared that media reports often link bullying with suicide, and a small number of
bullied children might retaliate through extremely violent measures.

k The experience of being bullied can cause lasting emotional damage to victims and shape them as adults. Physical
wounds heal, but the lasting impact of words damages the ability to view yourself as a desirable, capable, and
effective human being.

Iea T RRR R R = e N AR B = Jel

Sticks and stones can break my bones, but your words can break my heart.
- Jaki-terry, actress and director



https://jazzday.com/media/JEN-WritingBluesLyrics.pdf
http://bullying.org/

